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The Honourable Patty Hajdu
House of Commons
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6

July 28. 2026
Dear Minister Hajdu,

The Early Childhood Educators of BC (ECEBC), would like to commend you and the Government of
Canada on the continued advancement of the Canada-Wide Early Learning and Child Care (CWELCC)
system and acknowledge the impact this has in British Columbia. The federal government's sustained
leadership and commitment to investing in early learning and child care have laid the foundation for one
of the most transformative social policy initiatives in Canada's history—one that benefits children,
families, communities, and the country's economic future.

The progress achieved through CWELCC has made licensed early learning and child care more
affordable and accessible for families while strengthening workforce participation and supporting
economic resilience. As governments continue to build this public system, we believe there is an
important opportunity to ensure that equal attention is given to the early childhood education profession
that makes the system possible.

Early childhood educators are the cornerstone of high-quality early learning and child care. Their
knowledge, relationships, and pedagogical practice create the conditions in which children thrive and
families are supported. While investments in affordability and expansion have been significant, the long-
term success and sustainability of CWELCC depend upon continued investment in the recruitment,
retention, professional recognition, and well-being of the early childhood education workforce.

ECEBC has worked alongside educators, governments, Indigenous partners, researchers, and
community organizations for more than five decades to advance the profession of early childhood
education. Through policy development, research, professional learning, and sector leadership, we
remain committed to supporting an early learning and child care system that is public, inclusive,
equitable, and grounded in children's rights and pedagogical excellence.

The recent commitment of an additional $5.4 billion in federal funding demonstrates the Government of
Canada's continued confidence in the future of early learning and child care. As implementation
continues across provinces and territories, we encourage the federal government to prioritize
investments that strengthen the profession, including comprehensive workforce strategies, sustainable
wage and compensation frameworks, expanded educational pathways, leadership development, and
ongoing professional learning. These investments will help ensure that the expansion of child care
spaces is matched by a qualified, supported, and valued workforce capable of delivering the quality
experiences that children and families deserve.

#309 — 515 West Pender St, Vancouver BC V6B 1V5
P 604 709 6063 F 604 709 6077 TF 1 800 797 5602
www.ecebc.ca


http://www.ecebc.ca/

ECEBC | &iliosorse

ECEBC also believes there is an important opportunity to strengthen ongoing engagement with
professional organizations that bring both research and lived experience to policy discussions.
Organizations such as ECEBC play a vital role in connecting governments with educators across diverse
communities, mobilizing knowledge, identifying emerging issues, and supporting the successful
implementation of public policy. Continued collaboration with the profession will help ensure that future
investments are informed by evidence and responsive to the realities of practice.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and members of your team to discuss how ECEBC
can continue to contribute to the development of a strong, sustainable, and inclusive Canada-wide early
learning and child care system. We believe that meaningful partnership between governments and the
profession is essential to realizing the full potential of CWELCC for current and future generations.

Thank you for your leadership and your continued commitment to investing in children, families, and
communities across Canada. We look forward to working together to strengthen the early childhood
education profession and to ensure that Canada's early learning and child care system continues to
flourish.

Sincerely,
Emily Mlieczko

Executive Director
Early Childhood Educators of BC

Cc: Alana Powell, Senior Policy Advisor, Office of the Minister of Jobs and Families
Early Learning and Child Care Secretariat
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