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The Early Childhood Educators of BC (ECEBC) welcomes the recent announcement made by the BC Government 

and the changes to the School Act that will support child care in the community. ECEBC’s ongoing commitment is 

to ensure an equitable public child care system that supports accessibility, affordability and quality for young 

children. 

As an association representing professional early childhood educators, we hold an ethical obligation to advocate 

for and respond to policy changes in ways that reflect the multifaceted and complex work of the early childhood 

educator. Further, we are committed to a sustainable and just early childhood system that supports educators to 

engage in intentional pedagogical work so that all young children can flourish. 

In response, ECEBC has two priority recommendations: 

1. Early Childhood Educators must be consulted as critical voices to making decisions and policy changes 

for the early years. 

2. Changes to legislation align with the vision in the BC Early Learning Framework, reflect the ECEBC Code 

of Ethics, and recognize the role of the early childhood educator as a distinct profession. 

In 2020, ECEBC released a position paper document, Integrating the Early Childhood Education Professional and 

Programs into the Ministry of Education, as a blueprint for the development of a robust system in the Ministry of 

Education and Child Care that would ensure the rights of early childhood educators and children are met. This 

includes the development of an Early Care and Learning Act that defines who is eligible to practice as an 

educator and can be employed to provide early care and learning programs. All policy changes need to link and 

move early childhood education beyond service delivery to include a commitment to inclusive, quality education 

for young children. 

ECEBC encourages the government to ensure that all changes to legislation align with the vision in the BC Early 

Learning Framework, reflect the ECEBC Code of Ethics, and recognize the role of the early childhood educator as 

a distinct profession. This would include defined credentials for eligibility to practice, and supported by a publicly 

funded, competitive and equitable wage and working conditions. 

As stated in the position statement, it is necessary, “The Government of BC recognizes the Indigenous Early 

Learning Child Care Framework as an Indigenous-mandated and developed assertion of these rights, arising from 

Indigenous law, practices, and rights." Our obligations to truth and reconciliation require Indigenous leadership 

as an integral component to changes and vision. 

ECEBC looks forward to working with the government, families, and community with the vision outlined in the 

$10aDay Community plan for a Public System of Integrated Early Care & Learning. 
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