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ECEBC        would like to extend 
an invitation to its 

43rd annual conference, “Cultivating 
Communities of Innovative Practice” this 
May 1 to 3, 2014 in Richmond, BC.  

� e weekend will be an excellent op-
portunity to engage with your colleagues 
for personal and professional growth, 
celebrate our profession, and to have 
more than a little fun! In addition to an 
amazing variety of workshops, there will 
be delicious lunch bu� ets and our gala 
evening celebration on Friday night. And, 
of course, throughout the conference there 
will be lots of time for networking with 
fellow delegates and for shopping at our 
Trade and Resource Fair. On � ursday 
evening we’re o� ering a guided tour of 
University of British Columbia Child Care 
Services. It’s a rare opportunity to visit 
many of the amazing child care centres 
and learn about their vision and practices. 
Be sure to sign up early as space is limited, 
and it will � ll up quickly.

We hope that you will come and join us 
for what promises to be an exciting, in-
spiring, and unforgettable conference.

 —ECEBC’s Conference 2014 Committee

We would love to have you join us in May!

This year’s conference offers:
• Opening keynote address by Christine 

McLean, College of the North Atlantic 
• Outstanding pre-conference profes-

sional development programs 
• A rare opportunity to have a guided 

tour of UBC’s child care centres 
• A panel discussion to inform how 

provincial ministries and ECE organi-
zations work to support early care and 
learning

• Exciting and innovative workshops 
on Friday and Saturday to suit all ECE 
professionals

• Sit-down lunch buff ets on Friday and 
Saturday

• A Friday night Gala to celebrate our 
profession!

• A Trade and Resource Fair, which 
will be packed with books, toys, and 
resources for ECEs

• A conference location that is right 
beside the Canada Line for fast and 
convenient trips to shopping in Rich-
mond and downtown Vancouver

• For out-of-town guests, the Radis-
son Hotel Vancouver Airport o� ers 
economical hotel accommodation 
and free parking for delegates staying 
overnight

Easy on-line registration for conference at www.ecebc.ca

ECEBC 2014 CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE 

Renuka Bhardwaj
Glenda Burrows
Charlene Gray

Carla Hees
Yasmin Irani

Emily Mlieczko
Lyndsay Spencer
Taya Whitehead

ECEBC gratefully acknowledges the Conference 
2014 Committee for their devotion and many 
hours of hard work. The conference couldn’t 

happen without our many volunteers.

 
Back cover photo by Shawn Nygren. 
All inside photos by Shawn Nygren.

ECEBC
2774 East Broadway

Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y8
e-mail: conference.ecebc@look.ca

www.ecebc.ca
Please note that ECEBC will have a photographer at the conference to take photos for use in future editions 
of our journal, � e Early Childhood Educator, and other materials.
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At-a-Glance Conference Schedule
THURSDAY, MAY 1ST

9:00 am to 5:00  
12th Annual Assessment 
Workshop: Assessing Assessment: 
Best Practice and New Research
Neville Scarfe Building, 
University of  British Columbia
(See page 5 for registration and 
contact information.)

5:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Registration Desk open for early 
registration

5:00 pm to 9:00 pm
ECE Networking in the 
Conference Foyer

6:30 to 8:30 pm
Guided Tour: Connecting Places 
and Spaces to Pedagogy at UBC 
Child Care Services
UBC Child Care Services, Vancouver
Tickets: $25
Bus leaves the hotel at 5:30

FRIDAY, MAY 2ND

7:30 am to 5:30 pm
Registration Desk open
Trade Fair and Resource Fair open

8:30 am to 9:45 am 
Offi cial Opening and Keynote 
Address by Christine McLean, 
College of the North Atlantic

9:45 am to 10:15 am
Coffee Break

10:15 am to 12:15 pm
A Session Workshops

12:15 pm to 12:45 pm
Networking in the Conference 
Foyer 

12:45 pm to 2:00 pm
Hot Lunch Buffet (Ballroom)

1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
ECEBC Annual General Meeting 
(Ballroom)

2:00 pm to 2:30 pm
Networking in the Conference 
Foyer 

2:30 pm to 4:30 pm  
B Sessions

6:30 pm to 10:30 pm
Friday Night Gala (Ballroom)

SATURDAY, MAY 3RD

7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Registration Desk open

7:30 am to 2:00 pm
Trade and Resource Fair open

8:30 am to 9:30 am
Panel Discussion

9:30 am to 10:00 am
Coffee Break

10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
C Sessions 

12:00 pm to 12:30 pm
Networking in the Conference 
Foyer

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm 
Lunch Buffet (Ballroom)

1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
Making Connections: 
Connecting the ECE Sector

1:30 pm to 2:00 pm
Networking in the conference 
foyer

2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
D Sessions

4:30 pm Conference Ends
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Pre-Conference Programs at the Radisson Hotel

LET’S TALK ABOUT 
TOUCHING (LTAT) 

Wednesday,  April 30, 8:45 am to 4:45 pm 
and Thursday,  May 1, 8:45 am to 4:45 pm
Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport

Let’s Talk About Touching (LTAT) is an 
outstanding training program designed 
to prevent child sexual abuse. Developed 
in BC for children aged 4 to 6 years, it has 
been a valuable resource for ECEs and 
kindergarten teachers since 1986.

� is training prepares licensed ECEs to 
implement the program in early child-
hood centres. � e program is broken 
down into four modules o� ered on April 
30 and May 1. Module 1 provides an 
overview of the LTAT program and child 
abuse. Module 2 focuses on the BC Child, 
Family, and Community Service Act for 
when a child discloses abuse and how to 
make a report. Modules 2 and 4 focus 
on the LTAT program and kit and how 
to implement the LTAT program with 
children in your centre. 

Each LTAT kit includes a program man-
ual with nine lessons and family resource 
materials in seven languages, teaching 
pictures, felt board � gures, sorting cards, 

puppets, teaching dolls and a CD of songs 
recommended in the lessons.
Note: You must be a currently licensed 
ECE or elementary school teacher to regis-
ter. Participants must attend all sessions on 
Wednesday and � ursday. 

Registration
Fee: $225 (includes registration for both 
days, co� ee, lunch and LTAT kit). To 
register, email membership@ecebc.ca for 
a registration form. Please note that the 
registration deadline is April 1, 2014 at 
12:00 pm (noon). 

BEST CHOICES: 
THE ETHICAL 
JOURNEY TRAINING  
(Modules 1 and 2 only)

Thursday, May 1 
Module 1: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm;
Module 2: 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport

� is four-part series guides participants 
on a journey of ethical discovery and 
awareness in early care and learning. 
Participants will have the opportunity 
to explore personal values, beliefs, and 
assumptions, and examine the complexi-

ties in ethical decision-making. 

Module 1 guides participants through 
an exploration of their personal beliefs, 
values, and ethics. Participants will 
examine what an ethical dilemma is using 
these systems as a point of reference. � is 
module is a prerequisite for the remain-
ing ethics training modules in this series. 

Module 2 guides participants on the pur-
pose, structure, and bene� ts of a profes-
sional code of ethics. Following the eight 
principles identi� ed in ECEBC’s Code 
of Ethics, participants will experience 
and understand how a code of ethics can 
guide practice. 

Registration
Fee: $40 per module for ECEBC provin-
cial members, and $50 per module for 
non-members.

For registration forms, or for more 
information, please email membership@
ecebc.ca. Please note that the workshop 
capacity is limited to 25 participants, so 
register early as spaces � ll up quickly! 
� e registration and payment deadline is 
April 1, 2014 at 12:00 pm (noon).
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Pre-Conference Program at UBC                                 

� e Steering Committee for the 2014 
Assessment Conference is pleased 
to present a day dedicated to explor-
ing issues and ideas from research and 
� eld experiences that describe quality 
practices in assessing children’s develop-
ment. � e sessions are for anyone who is 
interested in early childhood assessment 
practices, working with young children 
and their families, or providing support 
and direct services to children. Parents 
of young children will also � nd this day 
bene� cial.

� e conference will feature keynotes by 

two outstanding speakers who are at the 
leading edge of assessment. 

Opening the day is Professor Marilyn 
Chapman. Dr. Chapman is the director of 
the Institute for Early Childhood Educa-
tion and Research, Language and Literacy 
Education, Faculty of Education, UBC. 
She will explore the impact of a peda-
gogical documentation lens on assessing 
assessment.

The 12th Annual Assessment Workshop
ASSESSING ASSESSMENT: Best Practices and New Research 
Thursday, May 1, 2014, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, University of British Columbia, Neville Scarfe Building • Return transportation from the 
ECEBC Conference site will be available. For further information or to receive a registration program contact info@eventability.org

� e conference will feature keynotes by 

Closing the day is Dr. Jill Houbé, MD, 
MPhil, FAAP, FRCPC. Dr. Houbé is a 
clinical associate professor in the Division 
of Developmental Pediatrics, Depart-
ment of Pediatrics, UBC. Dr. Houbé will 
address the how, when, and why of early 
developmental screening and assessment 
for young children and why it’s important 
for early childhood educators and early 
intervention practitioners to enhance 
and increase their knowledge about these 
processes.



6   Cultivating Communities of Innovative Practice

Conference Events

Put your pajamas on and join the slumber party! � is year’s gala promises to be an 
exceptionally fun evening that includes dinner, awards, contests, games, dancing 
and prizes. Costumes are optional but encouraged. � e Childcare Champion news 
team (last year’s costume winners) will be awarding prizes for the best costumes. 
Be sure to bring a loveable teddy bear to give to children in Transition houses!

FRIDAY NIGHT 
GALA: Join the 
Slumber Party!
Hosted by the Child Care Champion 
News Team Centre in Victoria
Friday, May 1, 6:30 pm to 10:30 pm
Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport 
Ballroom
Tickets: $50

GUIDED TOUR:
Connecting Places and 
Spaces to Pedagogy 
at UBC Child Care 
Services
Thursday, May 1, 6:30 to 8:30 pm
University of British Columbia Child Care 
Services, Vancouver
Tickets: $25 
Meet fellow delegates in the Radisson Hotel 
Vancouver Airport foyer at 5:30 pm sharp to 
hop on our chartered bus for a guided tour 
of some of UBC ‘s child care centres.

Situated next to a small forested area 
on the UBC campus, UBC Child Care 
Services provides child care to more 
than 500 children between the ages of 6 
months and 12 years of age in 25 di� er-
ent programs. UBC Child Care Service’s 
particular place has in� uenced their 
culture and community, and impacted 
their understanding of pedagogy includ-
ing relationships, care, learning, and 
community. � is guided tour will address 
how UBC Child Care Services’ place and 
history inspires their vision and practices 
and produces creative tension between 
community and autonomy. 
Note: � is event represents an investment 
of two professional development hours.
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ECEBC ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING
Friday, May 2, 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Ballroom
Please join us for ECEBC’s Annual Gen-
eral Meeting while enjoying your lunch. 
Although only full members are able to 
vote, all delegates are welcome to attend. 
It’s an opportunity to � nd out what 
ECEBC has been working on for the ECE 
sector over the past 12 months. It is also 
the time when new directors are elected 
to the ECEBC Board.

Conference Features

TRADE AND RESOURCE FAIR
Friday, May 2, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm  •  Saturday, May 3, 7:30 am to 2:00 pm  •  Foyer
Bring your shopping lists and bags to shop from over 25 exhibits! � e Trade Fair 
will include felt stories, � nger puppets, books, and more! Be sure to also play Trade 
Fair Bingo for a chance to win great prizes!

MAKING 
CONNECTIONS: 
Connecting the ECE 
Sector
Saturday, May 3, 1:00 to 2:00 pm 
Vice Regal Room
Join ECEBC Board members Carla Hees 
and Lyndsay Spencer during Saturday’s 
lunch break for an informal gathering to 
connect with other delegates, learn more 
about ECEBC branches in your region, 
and � nd out how to get involved locally 
and provincially! 

CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION AND 
NETWORKING SPACE
Thursday, May 1 to Saturday, May 4
Foyer
Meet up and network with friends and 
colleagues in the hotel foyer � ursday 
evening and all day Friday and Satur-
day. ECEBC’s Conference co-sponsors 
and partners will also be located in the 
foyer so you can � nd out more about the 
work they do and how you can become 
involved.
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I n this keynote, Christine will take 
a look back at the “bad old days” 
of play, providing a bit of a reality 

check for those of us who remember 
what it was like to “go out and play” for 
hours at a time with little or no adult 
supervision. � is will be contrasted with 
a look at the reality of today’s children, 
coming up with a bit of a compromise 

CHRISTINE McLEAN

REMEMBERING TO P.L.A.Y. 
(Problem-Based, Language Rich, Age Appropriate Activities for 
Young Children)  

Friday, May 2, 8:30 am to 9:45 am

Keynote Speaker

Volunteer Opportunities at the Conference
If you are interested in volunteering your time at the conference, we have many great oppor-
tunities for you, including directional hosting, information, presenters’ assistants, and more. 
For more information contact Carle Hees at hees.carla@shaw.ca.

where children can have the freedom 
of play while at the same time making 
(hopefully) fewer trips to the ER!

CHRISTINE McLEAN has been involved in 
ECE for over 25 years as an ECE instructor, 
registrar of certi� cation, provincial child care 
consultant, and currently as manager of the 
ECE program at the College of the North 

Atlantic. She has a Bachelor of Child Study 
from Mount St. Vincent University, a Bach-
elor of Special Ed. from Acadia University, a 
Masters of Education from the University of 
Cincinnati, and is and currently enrolled in 
the PhD program (Early Learning) at OISE, 
University of Toronto.
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A Sessions Friday, May 2nd

A SESSIONS 
10:15 am to 12:15 pm

A1/ B1 The Power of 
Empathy: Communication that 
Builds Healthy Brains, Minds, 
and Relationships
� is workshop focuses on how com-
munication and relationship dynam-
ics a� ect brain and psychological 
development. Participants will learn 
about what parts of the brain are 
involved in emotional generation and 
regulation and relationships. You will 
also learn practice communication 
and relationship tools that support 
healthy brain and psychological devel-
opment. 
Eric Bowers is a certi� ed Nonviolent 
Communication trainer with extensive 
training in interpersonal neurobiology 
and attachment theory. 

A2 Communicating from the 
Heart: Inspiring Creativity and 
Connection
When we communicate from the 
heart, we listen fully and bring the 
best out of others. We ask ques-
tions that draw out people’s feelings, 
dreams, and desires, and we create 
a safe place for others to share their 

authentic self. In this fun and interac-
tive session, learn practical communi-
cation and awareness skills that inspire 
creativity and connection including 
three levels of listening and curiosity. 
Learn the di� erence between engaging 
the logical mind and the intuitive heart. 
Walk away with practical tools that can 
be used in all personal and professional 
relationships. 
Vince Gowmon is a certi� ed professional 
life coach and the founder of Remembering 
to Play Events. He leads keynotes and play-
shops for organizations and communities 
on leadership, communication, creativity, 
community engagement, and play. 

A3 Social Skills Development 
in Young Children: Promoting 
Success for All Children
Join this participatory session to learn 
about the importance of promoting and 
teaching social skills to young children. 
See what research tells us about the link 
between social skills and school success 
and learn practical ideas to support social 
skill development to help reduce chal-
lenging behaviour in young children.
Andrea James works at the BC Centre for 
Ability and is currently developing a project 
focused on the use of the Teaching Pyramid 
in child care. Andrea is also currently work-
ing on her Masters of ECE at UBC.
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A4 Social and Emotional 
Development in the Early Years
� is presentation, developed by the BC 
Healthy Child Development Alliance, is 
based on extensive research on how the 
public thinks about infant mental health 
and widely shared cultural beliefs about 
the emotional world of the infant. � e 
presentation will focus on how healthy 
development occurs in the context of a 
relationships; experience shapes the brain 
architecture; cognitive, emotional, and 
social development are connected; toxic 
stress damages developing brain archi-
tectures; and how the ability to change 

early childhood education, and early 
childhood educators. � ey will examine 
di� erent methods along with the under-
lying theories informing the practice. 
� e workshop will include working with 
pedagogical narrations in small groups.
Deb � ompson is the manager of programs 
for UBC Child Care Services. Denise Hod-
gins is a sessional instructor at University 
of Victoria, and Kathleen Kummen is the 
program coordinator at Capilano University. 
All three are currently completing PhD dis-
sertations at the University of Victoria. � ey 
have all engaged in pedagogical narrations 
as a research methodology and incorporated 
pedagogical narrations into practice.

brains and behaviour decreases over time. 
Kitty Minions has been a licensing o�  cer on 
the North Shore for the past 15 years. She has 
also worked in a variety of early childhood 
settings since 1985 in both Ontario and BC, 
including school age, HeadStart preschool, 
and infant/toddler programs.

A5 Pedagogical Narrations: 
A Pedagogical Practice, A 
Research Methodology
In this workshop, Kathleen, Denise, and 
Deb will demonstrate how pedagogi-
cal narrations can be used to research 
questions with children, students of 

10     Cultivating Communities of Innovative Practice



Cultivating Communities of Innovative Practice   11

A Sessions Friday, May 2nd

A6 Interactive Technology—It’s 
Not TV...It’s More
We will explore, as two examples, how 
interactive technologies can promote the 
provincial StrongStart and Early Learning 
Frameworks as it relates to early learn-
ing and beyond.  � e participants will 
connect the key framework objectives 
and discover how interactive technology 
assists in the learning process.  Combin-
ing lecture and participation with tech-
nology, participants will have a greater 
awareness of how technology, as only 
one of a number of tools can impact and 
actively engage children.
Mark Gillespie has been engaging adults 
and children in education for over 20 years. 
Working mainly with not-for-pro� t orga-
nizations he has developed curriculum and 
used multiple forms of media throughout the 
learning experience.

A7 Weaving a 
Curriculum Library
Have you ever been to the Westcoast 
library? � e library is a dynamic hub for 
the child care community and is constant-
ly expanding and changing to meet the 
diverse needs of our community. Come 
and take a journey with us as we explore 
the library’s current direction. Partici-
pants will explore materials and practice 

building kits based on principles of best 
practice including the BC Early Learn-
ing Framework, Schedule G of the BC 
Child Care Licensing Regulation, diversity 
principles, and ECEBC’s Code of Ethics. 
Everyone will leave with a basket � lled 
with ideas and inspiration to build on and 
enhance their own resource collections.
Together at Westcoast Child Care Resource 
Centre, Christine Lawson and Kari Fowler 
have over 20 years of experience collecting, 
developing, and lending curriculum resources 
to the child care community. Christine is an 
ECE, infant/toddler, special needs educa-
tor and Kari is a library technician and the 
library coordinator for Westcoast.

A8 Living Inquiry of a “Room” as 
an Art Studio
� e infant/toddler educators from the 
Juniper and Dogwood room at the 
Capilano University Children’s Centre 
invite you to join us as we share our 
ongoing journey of living with inquiry as 
our space shi� s from a “room” to an “art 
studio.” � is interactive session will focus 
on our unfolding ideas, experiences, and 
the many day-to-day surprises that have 
occurred. 
Lily Wan, Nicole St. Laurent, Johanna Po, 
Adrienne Argent, Alexis Conlinn, and Kelsey 
Wapenaar are infant and toddler educators 
at Capilano University.
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B Sessions  Friday, May 2nd

B SESSIONS
2:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

B1 � is is a continuation of A1. See A1 
for description.

B2 Cultivating Intuition: The 
Heart of Healthy and Productive 
Decision Making
As children we connected to our intuition 
so naturally that we didn’t even know it 
was intuition. Life felt magical and our 
environment was � lled with endless pos-
sibilities. Over time, however, we discon-
nected from this sense of presence and 
wonder. In this fun and interactive ses-
sion, reclaim the wisdom of intuition and 
magic of your inner child. Learn to trust 
your inner resourcefulness, expand your 
range of choice, bring greater ease to your 
decision-making, and deepen connec-
tions to others. Bring greater awareness to 
how you hear and respond to the deeper 
needs of children and support them to 
stay connected to their intuition.
Vince Gowmon is a certi� ed professional 
life coach and the founder of Remembering 
to Play Events. He leads fun and interactive 
keynotes and playshops for organizations, 
conference and communities on leader-
ship, communication, creativity, community 
engagement, and play. 

B3 Preventing Disordered Eating 
in Children
� rough this interactive workshop, par-
ticipants will understand risk factors for 
disordered eating in children and learn 
about both intuitive eating and mindful 
eating as the keys to self-regulation in 
terms of hunger and satiety. Explore val-
ues, beliefs, and language around weight 
and health and learn ways to promote 
positive body image in children.
Helen Yeung, MHSc, RD, is a community 
dietitian with Vancouver Coastal Health. 
She has worked with infants, children, and 
families for the past 20 years to promote 
healthy eating. 

B4 The Importance of P.L.A.Y.: 
The Adult’s Role in Play-based 
Programming
Building on her keynote address, Chris-
tine McLean will examine the many roles 
and responsibilities of early childhood 
educators as they promote and facilitate 
play-based programming in early child-
hood settings.
Christine McLean has been involved in 
ECE for over 25 years as an ECE instructor, 
registrar of certi� cation, provincial child care 
consultant, and currently as manager of the 
ECE program at the College of the North 
Atlantic.

B5 Collaborative Mentoring 
for Educators in Early Childhood 
Settings
� is session will provide examples and 
discussion on a unique module approach 
to collaborative mentor development. 
Participants will learn new strategies 
for developing and enhancing mentor 
relationships in their programs and gain 
insight into developing and nurturing 
e� ective mentoring relationships, which 
they will be able to implement in their 
setting.
Michelle Tannock, PhD, has held posts at 
the University of Victoria, � ompson Rivers 
University, and the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas. She has coordinated a series of studies 
examining the role of rough and tumble play 
in early childhood settings, the results of 
which have formed the basis for numerous 
publications and presentations. Her current 
projects include the exploration of the form 
and use of kindness by young children and 
the e� ects of guided mentoring on educator 
practice.

B6 Food for Thought: Building 
Better Brains with Smart Food 
Choices
Children with healthy diets have 
improved brain development and mental 
abilities, increased self esteem, reduced 
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B Sessions Friday, May 2nd

anxiety, less depression, and less hyper-
activity. � is lecture format workshop 
will provide nutritional strategies that 
can help children overcome anxiety, poor 
motor coordination, di�  culties focusing 
attention, and di�  culties with emotional 
regulation (aggression or meltdowns). 
Participants will learn cost-e� ective 
techniques to help children build better 
brains.
Michelle Riddle is a pediatric occupational 
therapist who has been working in the � eld 
of sensory integration since 1992. As an early 
intervention therapist and the mother of a 
child who overcame a sensory processing dis-
order, her practice combines the most recent 
scienti� c evidence with practical experience. 

B7 Once Upon a Toadstool: The 
Fairy Garden Project
Fairies have in� uenced tradition, spiri-
tuality, art, literature, and everyday life 
around the world. And for many young 
children, fairies have inhabited their 
stories and imaginations. But what do 
children think about when they think of 
fairies and how might we create magical 
spaces to invite fairies into our lives? At 
Capilano University, ECCE faculty and 
ECEs set out to investigate and imple-
ment plans for a fairy garden on the 
university campus. � is workshop will 

invite participants into the land of fairies 
and the endless possibilities, research, 
questions, and stories that emerged for 
children and educators over the course 
of this project. Participants will discover, 
alongside the children, the magic of fair-
ies. Participants will also have the oppor-
tunity to create their own garden, docu-
ment, and share their creative work and 
through storytelling and photographs.
Julia Black and Violet Jessen are ECCE 
instructors at Capilano University. Julia also 
coordinates a Children First and Success by 
6 project for the Sea to Sky corridor and is a 
certi� ed trainer for the High Scope Educa-
tional Research Foundation. Violet sat on 
the ECEBC provincial board as a Member-
at-large and Director of Conference. She 
is a guide for the ethics training workshop 
modules “Best Choices: � e Ethical Journey,” 
a board member of the North Shore Com-
munity Resources Society, a facilitator of 
the NSCR Mother Goose Program, and one 
of the founding committee members of the 
North Shore Early Childhood Conference. 

B8 Creating Communities 
of Support for Beginning Early 
Childhood Educators
What are the experiences and needs of 
beginning early childhood educators 
in BC? What kinds of support do new 

educators receive? What types of support 
do new educators want in their � rst year? 
Laura will be sharing results from her 
recent research project with beginning 
early childhood educators. In this interac-
tive workshop, participants will have an 
opportunity to re� ect upon their own 
experiences and brainstorm ways to sup-
port beginning early childhood educators 
in their own workplace communities.
Laura Doan is a lecturer in the Early Child-
hood Education Program at � ompson 
Rivers University. She is a doctoral candidate 
through the University of Calgary, where she 
is studying leadership in the post-secondary 
setting.
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C Sessions Saturday, May 3rd

C SESSIONS
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

C1 Circle Time Fun and Games
Join Allan Hirsch for musical games, 
puppets, storytelling, clapping games, 
xylophone, poems, and so much more...
Allan Hirsch is an author, storyteller, his-
torian, poet, riddler, folklorist, puppeteer, 
musician, singer, teacher, dad, and now a 
grandpa! His work with children now spans 
40 years!

C2 The Value of Social Emotional 
Competence
Our society seems to be � xed on the 
idea that literacy and numeracy skills are 
essential for school readiness, and that 
social and emotional competence and 
play-based learning are less important. 
� is workshop will highlight some of the 
solid evidence on how important play-
based experiences are to development 
and to social emotional learning. � e 
workshop will then focus on how to get 
this message across to others.
Marc Lalonde is a certi� ed ECE with infant/
toddler and special needs, as well as a BA in 
Child and Youth Care. He has over 30 years’ 
experience in the � eld, 20 with First Nations 
communities. He has published several 

articles and wrote the Mentoring Manual for 
the Aboriginal Infant Development Programs 
of BC.

C3 Forest Kindergartens as an 
Important Early Childhood Model
� e Forest Kindergarten early childhood 
education model is distinguished by its 
commitment to total nature immersion, 
inquiry-based teaching style, interest-led 
� ow learning, and emergent curriculum. 
� e outdoor setting leads to this being 
a natural sciences program with young 
children learning through direct hands-
on experiences with their environment. 
Erin has practical advice about how to 
ensure the success of a nature immersion 
commitment in your program, including 
the three most important considerations: 
appropriate clothing, the right teachers, 
and building a community of families.
Erin Kenny is an internationally recognized 
nature immersion specialist and forest kin-
dergarten expert. Erin has a bachelor’s degree 
in environmental education and a graduate 
degree in environmental law. She co-founded 
Cedarsong Nature School and developed the 
� rst US Forest Kindergarten based on the 
German waldkindergarten early childhood 
education model.

Panel Discussion
8:30 to 9:30 am

� roughout the year, ECEBC 
receives many questions about how 
our organization and provincial 
ministries work to support early care 
and learning in BC. In response to 
these inquiries ECEBC has orga-
nized a panel with representatives 
from the Ministry of Education, 
Ministry of Children and Family 
Development, Ministry of Health, 
ECE articulation and ECEBC. It’s a 
unique opportunity to learn about 
the roles and mandates of the vari-
ous ministries, and how they and 
ECEBC work to bene� t the sector.   

Delegates will have the opportunity 
to ask panel representatives ques-
tions or to submit written questions 
to ECEBC, which will be forwarded 
to panel representatives for a 
response shortly a� er conference.  
All written questions and responses 
will be e-mailed to delegates and 
posted on ECEBC’s web site.
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C4 Re-imagining Art with 
Young Children
While art is an integral part of early 
childhood settings we sometimes we can 
feel stuck or uninspired. Join us to re� ect 
on how can we extend children’s art expe-
rience and how can we create spaces for 
art to become opportunities for creativity 
and exploration. We will share pedgogi-
cal narrations of encounters between 
children and art materials and engage in 
discussion of simple ideas that will invite 
both children and educators to see art as 
meaningful and rich.
Kim Atkinson and Danielle Davis are the co-
creators of the Images of Learning Project, an 
exhibit, blog, and presentations that highlight 
the work of ECEs and the competencies of 
children. 

C5/D5 Breaking Free of 
Themes
In this two-part creative, hands-on work-
shop participants will explore a variety of 
open-ended materials and learn about the 
bene� ts of documenting children’s work. 
We will discuss the key elements needed 
to implement a theme-free, rich, creative 
and open-ended early care and learning 
program that honours children’s rights 
and their strengths. 

Barbara Lee and Dee McPhee have been 
working with the Reggio Emilia principles 
since 1997 at Quadra Island Children’s 
Centre. 

C6/D6 Setting Boundaries and 
Empowering Children: Supporting 
and Guiding Children Positively
� is workshop explores positive ways to 
set boundaries and empower children, 
focusing on positive guidance strategies 
for supporting children with challenging 
behaviours. We’ll re� ect on the reasons 
that some children push boundaries and  
the role of clear and consistent boundar-
ies as a way to empower children. � is 
workshop is meant to be practical, pre-
senting common-sense approaches based 
on experience working with children in 
a child care centre. We’ll discuss the role 
of rewards in limiting children’s poten-
tial, how to avoid power struggles, and 
how to listen to and respond to children 
respectfully. 
Tom Kertes is an early childhood educator 
with a passion for empowering young chil-
dren through literacy and liberation learn-
ing. He was a policy advisor to the registrar 
of Ontario’s self-regulatory College of Early 
Childhood Educators and an instructor of 
ECE at Seneca College in Toronto.

C7 Sing and Sign With Me, 
Volume One
Come and have fun singing and signing 
a variety of children’s songs. Singing and 
signing is an inclusive activity to do in any 
child care centre. As well, it will help facili-
tate language development plus, it’s fun!
Kim Brown, BA, ECE, special needs, is an 
early childhood educator who is working on 
her masters degree. She has over 30 years as a 
consultant, instructor, teacher, and facilitator, 
all relating to family and children’s services.

C8 BrainDance
� is workshop o� ers educators a basic 
understanding of the BrainDance prac-
tice for supporting the two cornerstones 
of childhood development: healthy brain 
development and physical activity. � e 
session is physically accessible to all 
educators, regardless of their � tness level 
or age, and participants can be guided by 
their own comfort zone. � e movements 
in the workshop are based on completely 
natural patterns that are easily accessible 
to every body. 
Lori Hamar is a professional contemporary 
dance choreographer, performer, and instruc-
tor. She began working in the � eld of early 
childhood education in 2006 specializing in 
dance for young children.
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D SESSIONS
2:00 to 4:00 pm

D1 Challenging the Notion of the 
“Good ECE”
What is our image of an early child-
hood educator? What is our professional 
identity? � ere is much discussion within 
the early years community about profes-
sionalism, leadership, and valuing our 
work. But many contradictions emerge 
that make it di�  cult to envision ourselves 
as leaders. In this workshop we open a 
discussion about the role of the ECE and 
how the choices we make in our day-

to-day practice can be a powerful force 
for change. We re� ect on our values and 
visions for the future of early childhood 
care and education and how leadership 
can be enacted in every centre, every day. 
Kim Atkinson and Danielle Davis are the co-
creators of the Images of Learning Project, an 
exhibit, blog, and presentation that highlights 
the work of ECEs and the competencies of 
children. As facilitators they have travelled 
throughout BC to speak at colleges, universi-
ties, conferences, and school districts. 

D2 Management Vs. Leadership
� is interactive workshop discusses the 
di� erence between managing people 
and leading a synergistic working group. 
Management produces short-term 
results at best, whereas leadership creates 
long-term sustainable results. Leadership 
identi� es talents and skills and builds 
on these strengths to facilitate a highly 
e� ective working group. � is session will 
remind ECEs about what they already 
know as best practices for children and 
how to apply them with colleagues.
Marc Lalonde is an ECE with certi� cates in 
infant/toddler and special needs, as well as 
a BA in child and youth care. He has over 
30 years of experience in the � eld, 20 with 
First Nations communities. Work experi-
ence includes front-line work, management/
supervision, and as an infant development 
consultant. He has published several articles 
and authored the Mentoring Manual for the 
Aboriginal Infant Development Programs 
of BC.

D3 Circle Time Fun and Games
� is session will explore musical games, 
puppets, storytelling, clapping games, 
xylophone, poems, and so much more...
Allan Hirsch is an author, storyteller, 
historian, poet, riddler, folklorist, puppeteer, 
musician, singer, teacher, dad, and now a 
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grandpa! His work with children now spans 
40 years!

D4 Risk Taking with Infants and 
Toddlers
Beginning with the image of the child 
as capable learners who want to explore 
their world, Ward Nakata and Rupinder 
Sidhu will share examples and videos 
introducing child care providers to a 
variety of creative materials and activities 
to challenge this age group.
Ward Nakata has been working in the early 
childhood � eld for over 20 years. He is cur-
rently employed at UBC. Rupinder Sidhu 
has been working with infants for over � ve 
years. She is currently at Coho Infant Centre 
at UBC.

D5 (� is is a continuation of C5. 
See C5 for description.)

D6 (� is is a continuation of C6. 
See C6 for description.)

D7 Sign Me a Story, Volume One
Stories are a fundamental part of a child’s 
life. Spice things up by telling the story 
in sign. � e children enjoy imitating 
and participating with these stories, and 
signing stories is an inclusive activity you 
can do in any centre. Signing stories can 

also help facilitate language development, 
plus it’s fun!
Kim Brown, BA, ECE, special needs, is an 
early childhood educator who is working on 
her master’s. She has over 30 years as a con-
sultant, instructor, teacher and facilitator, all 
relating to family and children’s services.

D8 Handbuilding Pottery for 
All Ages
In this hands-on introduction to basic 
pottery skills, participants will learn 
pinch pots, coil pots, and slab building. 
Participants will also learn techniques 
for rolling, assembling, scoring, making 

basic forms, and decorating. � ese pot-
tery skills can be taught to children from 
preschool to K-7 school age children.
Kathleen Murphy is a ceramic artist who 
has been teaching pottery to all ages in many 
Vancouver community centres and schools 
for 10 years. She studied ceramics in San 
Francisco and Santorini, Greece. 
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Conference 2014 Registration Fees

Registration fees include sit-down lunch buffets on both Friday and Saturday. 

How to Register for the Conference
• To get the best workshop selection, register online at www.ecebc.ca (follow the links). 
• To register by mail or fax, complete the Registration Form on the next page and send 

the form with payment to: ECEBC, 2774 East Broadway, Vancouver, BC V5Y 1Y8
 Fax: 604-709-6077. To register by fax you must provide a valid credit card number.
• No telephone registrations will be accepted.
• For more information, contact Yasmin Irani, Tel: 604-709-6063, ext. 1 or

Toll-free: 1-800-797-5602; E-mail: conference.ecebc@look.ca

Cancellation Policy
Registration fees, less a $40 administrative fee, will be refunded if a cancellation request is 
received in writing by April 1, 2014. A� er this date, registration fees are non-refundable.

Membership Category Early Bird Rate Rate After 
 (until April 1) April 1, 2014

ECEBC members (full & associate)
2-day registration  $260 $325
1-day registration $165 $205

  
Student ECEBC members 
2-day registration $195 $240
1-day registration $125 $155

Non-members of ECEBC 
2-day registration $465 $580
1-day registration $325 $405
  

SACCA members*
2-day registration $310 $375
1-day registration $215 $255
* SACCA members must register through the ECEBC offi ce, rather than online, to received 
reduced rates. Please fax completed registration forms to 604-709-6077.

Delegate Substitution Policy
Please note that if you have registered 
for conference but are unable to attend 
and wish to have someone else attend 
in your place, you will need to contact 
the ECEBC o�  ce by Monday, April 
28, 2014 by 4:00 pm in order to give us 
time to update workshop attendance lists 
and delegate kit materials. If we have 
not received noti� cation by the April 28 
deadline, we will be unable to accom-
modate delegate replacements onsite at 
conference.

Membership Information
Not an ECEBC member? You can join 
ECEBC and be eligible for conference 
membership rates quickly and easily. 
Visit www.ecebc.ca to register or contact 
ECEBC at 604-709-6063 ext. 1 or 
Toll-free: 1-800-797-5602. 
E-mail: membership@ecebc.ca, 
Fax: 604-709-6077
A membership form is also on page 21.

Registration Draw 
If you register by April 1, 2014 

your name will be entered into a 
draw to win a prime rib dinner 
for two at the Radisson Hotel 

Vancouver Airport. 
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ECEBC Conference 2014 Registration Form
To register by mail or fax, � ll out a separate form for each registrant. Please print clearly and keep a copy for your records. 
To claim ECEBC member’s rates for Conference 2014, your ECEBC membership must be valid as of May 3, 2014. 

Participant Information

LAST NAME FIRST NAME CENTRE/ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS CITY/PROVINCE POSTAL CODE

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE FAX E-MAIL

Session Registration lnstructions

Space is limited in many workshops, so register early for best selection. Indicate on the 
grid below your � rst, second, and third choices for sessions. Workshops are assigned 
on a � rst-come, � rst-served basis once full payment is received by ECEBC. We will 
inform you which sessions you have been assigned in your con� rmation letter. 

Day & Session 1st choice 2nd choice 3rd choice

Friday (A sessions)

Friday (B sessions)

Saturday (C sessions)

Saturday (D sessions)

Send Registration Form and Payment to:
Early Childhood Educators of BC, 2774 East Broadway, Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y8 
Fax: 604-709-6077 
To register by fax you must supply a valid credit card number.

Method of Payment
❏ Cheque, payable to ECEBC
❏ Money order, payable to ECEBC
❏ VISA ❏ MasterCard

CARD NO. 

EXPIRY DATE

NAME OF CARDHOLDER

SIGNATURE

Registration Fees
Conference Registration Fee 
(see page 18 for fees)
(all fees include lunch)  $ _____

Friday Night Gala @ $50/ticket $ _____

UBC Childcare Centres Tour 
@ $25/ticket  $ _____  

TOTAL ENCLOSED       $ _____
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ECEBC Conference Travel Bursary Application Form

T he ECEBC Board of Directors 
has earmarked $10,000 from 
Endowment Funds to be used 

to help reduce the cost of delegate travel 
only (e.g. airfare, gas, train fare, bus fare) 
to ECEBC’s annual conference in May 
2014. � e amounts disbursed to confer-
ence delegates in each geographical area 
will vary according to regional travel 
costs. Travel bursary funds will be distrib-
uted across the province as follows:

Interior: $2,500
Kootenays: $2,500
Lower Mainland: $200 
Northern BC: $2,500
Northern Vancouver Island: $1,000
Southern Vancouver Island: $1,000
Sunshine Coast: $300

To apply for the ECEBC Conference 
Travel Bursary, please � ll out this appli-
cation form and return it to the ECEBC 
o�  ce by Tuesday, April 1,  2014. Due 
to limited funds, not all applicants will 
receive bursary funding. Approved appli-
cants will be contacted by email by Friday, 

April 11, 2014. Please note that approved 
applicants must submit all travel receipts 
in order to receive bursary funding 
cheques.

Name:  _________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________E-mail: ______________

Mailing address (include postal code):   _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Child Care Facility: _______________________________________________________

How would you maximize these funds to attend the 2014 conference? (e.g. carpooling, 

bus charter, etc.) _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

I am applying for travel bursary funds for _____(number) of delegates.

Delegate names: __________________________________________________________

Return completed application form to:  

ECEBC, 2774 East Broadway, 

Vancouver, BC, V5M 1Y8  

Fax: 604-709-6077 E-mail: membership@ecebc.ca
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Getting to the Conference & Accommodation

By Public Transit
� e Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport is 
located right next door to the Aberdeen 
Station of the Canada Line. If you are 
travelling by public transit, you can get 
detailed information on transit schedules 
in the Richmond area by calling Trans-
Link at 604-953-3333 or visiting their 
website at www.translink.ca. 

By Car
Located on Cambie Road in Richmond, 
the Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport is 
easily accessible by car or public transit. 
If you are driving, there is free parking in 
the hotel parking lot for delegates during 
the conference. A map of Richmond is on 
the back cover of this booklet.

Parking
Complimentary parking is available for 
conference delegates on the 5th level of 
the President Parkade in the blue zone 
only, on the 2nd and 3rd levels of the 
President Parkade, and in front of the 
hotel.

About the Hotel
� e conference will take place the Radis-
son Hotel Vancouver Airport in Rich-
mond. � e hotel is right next door to the 
Canada Line (Aberdeen Station), just 
stops away from the Richmond Mall, and 
20 minutes from downtown Vancouver. 
Also, � e Radisson Hotel Vancouver Air-
port o� ers free Wi-Fi in guest rooms, and 
is close to Starbucks and Tim Hortons. 
Rooms and suites are available to ECEBC 
delegates at the reduced conference rate 
of $125 plus taxes per night. To reserve 
accommodation, please contact the 
Radisson directly. When making reserva-
tions, please identify yourself as part of 
the Early Childhood Educators of BC 
(ECEBC) conference. In order to guaran-
tee your space at the hotel and receive the 
reduced conference rate, your accom-
modation reservations must be made by 
Tuesday, April 1, 2014. A� er this date, 
reservations can be made based upon 
room availability and at the best available 
rates.

Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport
8181 Cambie Rd, Richmond, BC
Reservations: 1-800-333-3333, 
call the hotel directly at 
604-279-8384, or e-mail 
reservations@radissonvancouver.com

Getting to Richmond
By Air
� e Radisson Hotel Vancouver Airport 
is just 10 minutes from the Vancouver 
International Airport, and provides 
complimentary shuttle service from the 
airport to the hotel. � e shuttles depart 
from the airport every 30 minutes at 10 
minutes past the hour and 20 minutes to 
the hour.
• AIR CANADA / AIR CANADA JAZZ

Tel: 1-888-247-2262
web sites: www.aircanada.ca or 
www.� yjazz.ca

• WESTJET
Tel: 1-800-937-8538
web site: www.westjet.com

By Coach
Greyhound serves most communities in 
the province. Call your local Greyhound 
station for more information on times 
and fares from your area to Richmond. 
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ECEBC Membership Application
NOT A MEMBER OF ECEBC? Join now and get discounted conference fees!
By joining now, you can take advantage of the great savings members receive on their conference fees. And you’ll also receive a whole 
year’s worth of other great bene� ts: four issues of the Journal, � e Early Childhood Educator; the Code of Ethics; membership in the 
Canadian Child Care Federation; members’ prices on ECEBC publications; and most importantly, the knowledge that you are part of 
an organization advancing early childhood education and educators. Members count!

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES (check one box in column to right)
Full Member – has an Early Childhood Educator’s Licence to Practice from the Provincial 
Community Care Facilities Branch (copy of license required with application). Eligible to vote on 
provincial issues at the Annual General Meeting.
Student Member – is in the process of becoming professionally quali� ed in the � eld of early 
childhood or is in the process of completing 500 hours of work experience (signature of instructor/
supervisor required on application).
Associate Member – holds post-secondary certi� cation (certi� cate, diploma, degree) in a 
related � eld, has been a full member of ECEBC and is now retired from the ECE � eld, or is cur-
rently employed in the early childhood � eld and is in good standing with the Provincial Com-
munity Care Facilities Branch (copy of operating license or a license to practice as an assistant ECE 
required with application).

MEMBER INFORMATION

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/PROV/POSTAL CODE

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

E-MAIL 

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT 

SIGNATURE SIGNATURE OF INSTRUCTOR (STUDENTS ONLY)

REFERRED BY

❏ New Full  $115 ($9.58 monthly)
❏ Renew Full  $110 ($9.17 monthly)
❏ New Student  $95 ($7.92 monthly)
❏ Renew Student  $90 ($7.50 monthly)
❏ New Associate  $100 ($8.33 monthly)
❏ Renew Associate  $95 ($7.92 monthly)

PAYMENT OPTIONS
❏ Cheque (payable to ECEBC)
❏ VISA ❏ MasterCard 

CARD NO. 

EXPIRY DATE

NAME OF CARDHOLDER

SIGNATURE

ECEBC has a pre-authorized monthly pay-
ment option. Download a form at our website 
at www.ecebc.ca.

Visit the ECEBC website to purchase or renew 
your membership online at www. ecebc.ca/
membership/ECEBC_membership.pdf  

*All information on this page accurate at time 
of printing.

Visit our website to apply for or renew your membership online. Click on the Membership menu tab at www.ecebc.ca OR return 
this form to: Early Childhood Educators of BC, 2774 East Broadway, Vancouver, BC  V5M 1Y8, Fax: 604-709-6077
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